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PLANAT was created in 1997 by the 
Swiss Federal Council and made 
responsible for coordinating concepts 
in the field of prevention against 
natural hazards. 

The main objective of the extra-parliamentary commission 
is a paradigm change from pure protection against hazards 
to the management of risk.

The National Platform for Natural Hazards: PLANAT



The aim is to protect people and their livelihood as well as 
important material assets. 

The Swiss Federal Council commissioned PLANAT to develop a 
comprehensive and interlinked strategy to improve the protection
against natural hazards.

The Federal Council emphasized that protection against natural 
hazards should not only be provided for residents of the Alpine 
region, but for the entire population of Switzerland.

It also intends to ensure comparable security standards 
throughout Switzerland based on extensive risk management.



PLANAT: its organization
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Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in Switzerland
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ACT LOCALLY

THINK GLOBALLY



Risk management: mechanisms for an integrated approach

-

Reduce impact of
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rehabilitation
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Reduce possible losses in 
future with adapted recovery SDC-HA
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Natural Hazards  Disasters Statistics 1987 - 2006
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Disasters statistics related to geological and hydrometeorological hazards

Does climate change play a role ??? 



Christophe Frey, Meteoswiss / PLANAT, 2007

Temperature increase in Switzerland based on record ings since 1864
FACTS:



Christophe Frey, Meteoswiss / PLANAT, 2007

Temperature increase in Northern  Switzerland durin g the 20th century

FACTS:



CLIMATE CHANGE  PART OF DRR STRATEGY

The issues today are no longer related to whether 
climate is warming but at what rate and what might be 
the global and regional impacts of abrupt change on 
natural, social and economic environments . 
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One of the major recent disaster: Consequence of climate 
change ???



Number of days where the temperatures are above 25 oC & 35oC in  Basel
Measured period 1961-1991; Predicted period 2071-2100

In Protection de la population OFPP, 11.2008  M. Beniston, UNIGE



Evolution of precipitation quantity as a function of  seasons

In Protection de la population OFPP, 11.2008  M. Beniston, UNIGE



In Protection de la population OFPP, 11.2008  M. Beniston, UNIGE

Allocations historical and potential intense precipitations 

(catastrophic ?) per season



SWISS POLICY  ON CLIMATE CHANGE ISSUES

Objective 1 : 

Contribution of Switzerland to the reduction of greenhouse gases
emissions at world level.

Objective 2 : 

Adjustment of the actual prevention and protection measures in 
respect with the evolution of the risk of « natural » disasters related 
to the long term climate change  



SWISS INSTITUTIONS CONCERNED 



PRACTICALE MEASURES

As the experts are concerned with an increase 
of the number of « natural » disasters under 
the coming climatic evolution, the Federal 
Office for the Protection of the Population
works actually to define, appropriate preventive 
measures. 



THE ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY

TWO FOLDS:

1. Contributing to reduce the greenhouse gases emissions  to stabilize 
the negative evolution

2. Improving its awarness and action towards potential « natural »
disasters reduction



•Magazine ENVIRONNEMENT, 2008: Le défi climatique, Office fédéral de 
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•Rapport sur le climat 2007: Rapport du Département fédéral de 
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sur la future politique climatique de la Suisse, 91p. 

•Protection de la population, 2008: Analyse et prévention des risques, 
planification, instruction, conduite et intervention, Office fédérale de la 
protection de la population, 2, 31p.

•Rapport d’activité 2004-2007 de la plate-forme nationale « Dangers naturels »
PLANAT, 2008: Une décennie au service de la gestion des risques, Office 
fédéral de l’environnement (OFEV), 15p.

•PLANAT & Meteoswiss, 2007: Climate change and natural disasters in 
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SOME REFERENCES:

www.planat.ch

www.climate-change.ch

•OcCC / ProClim, 2007:Climate Change and Switzerland 2050: Expected 
Impacts on Environment, Society and Economy, Bern, 165p.
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