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New Agency Based on:

• The Swedish Rescue Services Agency
• The Swedish Emergency Management Agency 
• The National Board of Psychological Defence



Natural Hazards and Disaster Events –
in Sweden today

Windstorms – heavy winter storms - hurricanes

– Gudrun 2005 and Per 2007

Flash floods and inundations

– Fulufjäll 1997, Hagfors 2004 and Ånn 2006

– Arvika and Lake Vänern 2000-2001, Lagan 
2004, Västra Götaland 2006-2007

Landslides

– Göta älv/Tuve 1977

– Road E6 Munkedal 2006

Forest fires

– Boden 2006

– Härjedalen 2008

Snowstorms

– Gävle 1998



Sweden facing climate change 
- threats and opportunities

• Governmental Committee
on ”Climate Change and Vulnerability” was 
established 2005

• Final report October 2007
– Downscaling from Global to Regional scenarios of Climate

Change

– translated to English “Sweden facing climate change –
threats and opportunities”

• The report is the Swedish guideline for action

http://www.regeringen.se/sb/d/108/a/94595



Identified risk factors for buildings due 
to Climate Change

• Snow – extremes will probably increase.
• Wind – extremes will probably increase.
• Temperature – less demand for heating, more 

demand for cooling. 
• Moist – increase of days with high temperature 

and moist will cause corrosion, rot and mould 
along with shorter maintenance intervals.

• High water levels of streams, lakes and the sea 
– increased risk for flooding and landslides.



The city of Karlstad

Worst case 
scenario 
2071-2100



Recommended land use planning 
restrictions along rivers and lakes

Normal 
water level

Area with low probability for 
flooding 

>10 000 year return period

Area with medium 
probability for flooding 
100-10 000 year return 

period

Area with high probability 
for flooding < 100



Hur påverkas vägnätet 
av ett förändrat 
klimat?

Roads, railway and other infrastructure 
has to be robust

Can be heavily affected by
• Flooding
• Landslides 
• Erosion
• Mud streams

Leading to;
• Breakdown in telecom and power transmission
• Blackouts - power lines damaged by falling trees
• Dam failure
• Deteriorated water quality



SRSA support to prevent natural disasters

• General Stability Maps

• General Flood Inundation Maps

• Governmental Subsidies for preventive measures 
towards landslides and floodings

• Research and development

• Cooperation – on national and international levels, EU 
and UN

• Information, Education and Training

• River Coordination groups

• Database Natural Disasters – Lessons Learned



The Swedish National Platform led by SRSA

Authority based cooperation with 17 actors; 
National Land Survey of Sweden
National Railroad of Sweden
Svenska Kraftnät

Swedish Environmental Protection Agency
Swedish Forest Agency

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency
Swedish Rescue Services Agency
The National Board of Health and Welfare

The National Board of Housing, Planning and Building
The National Food Administration
The Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions

The Swedish Emergency Management Agency
The Swedish Geotechnical Institute

The Swedish Geological Survey
The Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute
The Swedish Road Administration

Representatives for The County Administrative Boards

Disaster Risk 
Reduction

Civil 
Protection

Climate
Adaptation

International 
Development Aid



The national platform for work against 
natural disasters 

Natural disasters have always occurred and are hard to prevent, but society’s 
capacity and preparedness to handle these events can always be improved.



EU Prevention Initiative & HFA

• Hyogo Framework for Action - a good way in the right  direction where every 
country has their own way and responsibility to decide goals, actions and organization 
from their own steering mechanisms. 

• EU Prevention initiative ought to concentrate on th e field of natural 
disasters since other fields as Seveso, CBRN, critical infrastructure are already 
regulated in different legislation.

• Focus on preventing emergencies and disasters, to li mit their 
consequences and to increase the individuals and so cieties emergency 
preparedness including information to the public . A good example of this is the 
EU Floods Directive by which the EU can support systematic prevention work connected 
to climate change. 

• Great value lies in facilitating and assisting with gaining political s upport, 
commitments at all levels, highlighting prevention,  climate adaptation, 
sustainable development and aid policies.



The operational ideas of the Swedish 
National Platform

•To create a safer Sweden by reducing the risks of natural 
disasters and enhancing society's ability to cope with them

•To be an arena for cooperation between organizations and 
existing networks in order to boost the collective capacity of 
society's actors

•To support the actors involved with basic data for decision-
making at local, regional and national level



How to reduce vulnerability from 
climate change?

• Knowledge and understanding

• Participation in international work 

• Political decisions to reduce pollution and to act
• Adaption of society, planning, building and regulations

• Cooperation and coordination between actors 

• Preparedness and knowledge on how to handle natural disasters

• Clarified roles and responsibilities 
• Research on climate change and its effects

• Development of techniques, methods and effective use 

of resources

• Warning systems & emergency planning
• Lessons learnt 



Conference  as part of the Swedish 
Presidency

on

Prevention of Natural Disasters, Climate 
Change and Civil Contingency

27-29 July in Stockholm


