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Context of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in NICARAGUA

• NICARAGUA has a DRR coordinating mechanism in the Law 337: Creation of 

the System of Prevention, Mitigation and Attention to Disasters (SINAPRED)

• The law was promulgated in 2000, and it is still working.

• Nicaragua is threatened by many natural hazards. In the past century, the nation

capital, Managua, was destroyed two times by earthquakes, 21 hurricanes have

stroked the Caribbean coast and the Pacific coast, but one of these hurricane,

Mitch, in 1998 caused 3,000 death and huge material losses. This last event

induced the national authorities to create a system to cope with these natural

threatens in a more organized way.

The National Office for Clean Development of the Ministry of Environment is the 

HFA focal point.



Legal Framework for DRR and DRR National Plan

• As we have said, the Law 337 indicates the responsibilities of all and every one of the

government institutions in the matter concerning disasters. The system is coordinated by a

Executive Secretary in normal times, and its main responsibility is institutional coordination.

Concerning prevention it is assumed by INETER, the institution in charge of the studies and

surveillance of natural threatens and Civil Defence is in charge of preparedness. Finally, Civil

Defence is in charge of the emergency management and recovery, in close collaboration with

Sectoral Commissions. Reconstruction activities are established in the law, and are the

responsibility of Infrastructure Ministry.

• Concerning the DRR National Plan:

•DRR is an important part of the national, sectoral and local development policies and 

investment policies.

•The DRR National Plan  seeks to establish and develop financial mechanism to include risk 

management in the public investment process.

•The DRR National Plan look for an improvement of preparedness and response capacity at all 

level of SINAPRED.

•The DRRNP try to develop a strategy to strength the competitiveness and private management 

with measure of RR.

•To increase the quality and availability of risk information.

•To improve civil society participation.

• In the National Plans of Nicaragua the DRR is a very important issue, mainly concerning the 

sustainable development and the improvement of life quality.



DRR in Sectoral Policies

• Nicaraguan government has promoted in all governmental institutions a culture of prevention through Sectoral 

Commissions that have been created by the Law 337. The DRR responsibilities are being gradually delegated 

into the municipalities as a contribution to decentralisation. Institutional Development, democratic governance 

and decentralisation

• The Ministry of Environment is in charge of prevention of manmade pollution of natural resources, mainly 

lakes and rivers. In addition, in close collaboration with the Forestry Institute and Civil Defence they try to 

prevent forest fires and avoid deforestation.

• Nicaragua has an national strategy for the Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation, this strategy has been 

discussed with the other Central American countries in order to have a unique position before international 

organization.

• In May 2007 was promulgated the General Law of National Waters to regulate the administration, conservation, 

development, use, sustainable and equitable exploitation, preserving quantity and quality of every water 

resource,

• In the Ministry of Environment there is a Department for the clean production, and one of the purpose of this 

Department is to encourage producer to use environment friendly mode of production.

• Seismic risk maps have been done for the three main cities. And seismic threaten maps for other cities. In 

addition, a land use code is in force several years ago.

• DRR is included in the primary and high school pensum.

• Health Ministry has different plans for every season and for the different health threatens, these plans go down 

the level of Municipality.

• A new Building Code is in force since the last year.
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National Crisis Management Mechanisms
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Institutional Actors and Stakeholders in Normal Times
•PNUD

•FAO

•UNICEF

•OPS

•CEPREDENAC

ES-SINAPRED

Departmental/Regional Committees

Local/Municipal Commitees

Private Sector participates eventually



Institutional Actors and Stakeholders in Crisis Situation
•PNUD

•FAO

•UNICEF

•OPS

•CEPREDENAC

ES-SINAPRED

Departmental/Regional Committees

Local/Municipal Committees

Private Sector participates eventually

National

Committee
CODE



Institutional Actors and Stakeholders (Network in Normal Times)
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Institutional Actors and Stakeholders (Network in Crisis Situation)
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DRR Institutional Relation to Climate Change

The risks associated with the climate change are included in the risks 

that are normally addressed by SINAPRED, hurricanes, floods, forest 

fires, etc.



Regional Coordination of DRR and South-South Collaboration

Nicaragua is a member of a regional (Central American) organization: 

Centre for the Prevention of Natural Disaster in Central America 

(CEPREDENAC). Six Central American countries participate in this 

organization.



Identified Strengths and Weaknesses

• In the case of DRR, Nicaragua's main strengths is the existence of 

SINAPRED structure. In this structure are grouped all the governmental 

institutions and some NGOs, and with the legal basis of Law 337 they are 

able to carry out prevention, mitigation and opportune response activities, 

in normal times and in crisis situation. 

• The main weakness is the scarcity of material resources to cope with the 

huge needs that normally arise after a disaster, especially among poor 

people. 





Nicaragua is placed in the heart of Central America. His coastal line is 352 km. In

the Pacific Ocean and of 541 km. In the Atlantic Ocean. It possesses two big

lakes that occupy an extension of 10,333 km in the zone of the Pacific of the

country.

Nicaragua occupies an area of 130,682 Km2, being the most extensive country of

the Central American region.

Due to the mountainous Central American chain that it crosses diagonally from

the Northwest to the Southeast, one presents a considerable diversity of the

climate. The climate is: tropical and dry, along the Pacific coast; fresh air(fresco),

in the mountainous zone; and humid, in the zone of the Carib. Generally, the

average temperature is of 27C and his rainfall is of 1,300mm. Annual.

Two stations exist: the rainy one (hibernate), that spreads from May to November;

and the drought (summer), which spreads from December to May.

Generalities of Nicaragua
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National  Preventive Disaster Risk Reduction Mechanisms

Se define SINAPRED, como un conjunto articulado de estructuras funcionales, métodos y

procedimientos, que establecen entre sí las Entidades Gubernamentales y no Gubernamentales

al nivel Nacional, Regional (de las Regiones Autónomas de la Costa Atlántica), Departamental y

Municipal, con el fin de reducir los riesgos y proteger a la sociedad, sus bienes materiales y los

del Estado.



El asidero juridico del accionar en tiempos de crisis está basado en la Ley 337 y sus

reglamentos, en la cual se asignan responsabilidades a cada una de las Instituciones

gubernamentales.

Los recursos financieros para las acciones en tiempos de crisis son asigandos por el

Gobierno de Nicaragua a través del Fondo Nacional de Desastres; otra vía es la Cooperación

Internacional.

National Crisis Management Mechanisms
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•PNUD

•FAO

•UNICEF

•OPS

•CEPREDENAC

SE-SINAPRED

Departmental/Regional Committees

Local/Municipal Commitees

Private Sector participate eventually

Institutional Actor and Stakeholders in Normal Times
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Institutional Actor and Stakeholders in Crisis Situations



Illustrate the previously introduced actors and stakeholders according to their relevance and indicate the 

relationship among them as the fictive example below shows. Important and influential actors are drawn in big 

circles. Use arrows of differing thicknesses to indicate the relevance to the network. Arrows indicate who is 

reporting to whom.

Discuss different perceptions and influence on the network/system of the different actors.
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Institutional Actor and Stakeholders (Network in Normal Time) 
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El Ministerio del Ambiente ha diseñado una estrategia nacional para el Cambio Climático, la

cual contempla Planes de acción para cada Sector involucrado tanto para la adaptación

como para la Mitigación.

En la actualidad Nicaragua se encuentra preparando la segunda comunicación nacional ante

el cambio climático la cual deberá finalizar en este año, donde se presentan estrategias

locales de Mitigación para los departamentos de Boaco y Chontales para el sector

agropecuario así como estrategias de adaptación para el sector cafetalero y la seguridad

alimentaría en los municipios de Jinotega y Matagalpa.

DRR Institutional Relation to Climate Change



Nicaragua is a member of a regional (Central American) organization: Centre for the

Prevention of Natural Disaster in Central America (CEPREDENAC). Six Central American

countries participate in this organization.

In this organization participate Is your country involved in any South-South initiative for

DRR?

Regional Coordination of  DRR and South-South Collaboration



List some completed or current important activities and contributions of the NP/national DRR coordinating 

mechanism such as 

• contribution to the elaboration or update of the national DRR legal framework

• awareness raising campaigns

• support of national research in the field of DRR

• …

Activities + Results



Identified Strengths and Weaknesses

La principal Fortaleza con que cuenta Nicaragua para la DRR es el SINAPRED, estructura donde se agrupan

todas las Instituciones Gubernamentales y ONGs, y las cuales mediante mandato de la Ley 337, realizan

acciones encaminadas a la Prevención, Mitigación y Respuesta oportuna de las situaciones de desastres.

Entre las mejores practicas podemos resaltar el interés del Estado en Ir promoviendo la cultura de prevención

en todo el país, incluyendo temáticas relacionadas con DRR y Cambio Climático en los Pensum de Educación

Primaria y Secundaria,


